SPELLING RULES

. FLOSS RULE

A base word of one syllable ending in (), (I), or (s) after one short vowel
sound regularly ends in ff, Il, or ss.

ex. puff, nill, floss, kiss, bill

. CHANGE THE BABIES NOT THE BOYS RULE.

A base word ending in y after a consonant changes y to i before any suffix
except one beginning with i.

ex. baby + es= babies

copy + ed= copied
(boy does not change because there is a vowel before y, not a consonant.)
. DROPPING RULE

A base word ending in silent e drops e before a suffix beginning with a vowel.

ex. hope + ing= hoping
complete + ing = completing.

. DOUBLING RULE

When a base word ends in one vowel, one consonant, and one accent,
double the final consonant when adding a vowe! suffix.

ex. run + ing = running
begin + ing = beginning

. RABBIT RULE

One medial consonant sound immediately after a short vowel in a two syllable
base word is spelled with double consonants.

ex. lesson, puppet, letter, button, better, rubber

The consonant in a consonant-le final stable syllable doubles immediately
after a short vowel in a two syllable word.

ex. little, puddle, hassle, nibble



Reliable Patterns for Spelling

There are reliable patterns in English. Knowiedge of these patterns can help students chaose the hest
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syllable base word, use ck. " After two vaweis or a consomant, use k.
pick sock pesk desic
luck beck . mik

De i ing when there is more than one frequent spelling of a sound. These best bet spellings work

the tme.
When do you use k to spell the (k) sound, and when do you use ¢?

Before e, [, ar v, use & Befare a, g, 4, Or any comsonant, use ¢.

keep sketch &@p locate
kept skl cat scape
kss ¢ skt ’ cup act
king sky gramp m¢lude
clap SCTaD

Exceptions:  kangarao, koala, skate, skunk

When do vou use ck to spell the final (k) sound, and when do you use k?
After a short vowel in a one

When do you use tch to spell the (ch) sound in final pesitiomn, and

when do you use ch?
After a short vowel 1 2 one

syllable base word, use tch. After everything eise, use ch.
maich skerca counca lunch
etch | carch soesch plelsleind
blowch witc porci poucl
piren hurch couch starch
Durch. Scotch . ) muich mea

Exceptions: wiu.cft, m:iz, much, such

When do you use dee t’o spell the final (j) sound, and when do you use ge?
After a short vowel in 2 one .

svilable base word, use dge. After everthmmg else, use ge.
badge edge larze huge
ridge change

When do you use of to spell the (of) sound, and when do you use

oy? ,

In inidal or medial posidom, use gL [n final positon, use gv.
foill joint jov eniov
gintment cotl wov empigv
paint appoint | bay deszrov
coin beil plev decgv

Exceptions: royal, loyal, oyster.

When do you use gu to spell the (ou) sound, and when do you use ow?
[n inicial cr medial position, use Qu. [n final cosiuon, use gw.
out found cow orgw



Singular to Plural Noun Guide Rules

A singular noun names one person, place, or thing.
A plural noun names more than one person, place, or thing,

1. Add —s to most words to make them plural.
example: dog = dogs

2. Add —es to form plural of nouns that end in ss, x, ch, or sh.
example: box = boxes
example: glass = glasses
example: beach = beaches
example: brush = brushes

3. If a noun ends in a consonant and -y, change the -y to -i and add
es to form the plural. "
example: fly = flies

4. If a noun ends in —f, change the —f to a —v and add —es.
' example: calf = calves

Singular to Plural Noun Guide Rules

A singular noun names one person, place, or thing.
A plural noun names more than one person, place, or thing,

5. Add —s to most words to make them plural.
example: dog = dogs

6. Add —es to form plural of nouns that end in ss, x, ch, or sh.
example: box = boxes |
example: glass = glasses
example: beach = beaches
example: brush = brushes

7. If a noun ends in 3 consonant and -y, change the -y to -i and add
es to form the plural.
example: fly = flies

8. If a noun ends in —f, change the —f to a —v and add -es.
example: calf = calves



